The 21st century has begun. What changes do you think this new century will bring? Use
examples and details in your answer.

Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when he depicted a herd of
mammoths on the walls of his cave to these days when he can create beautiful pictures and even
make coffee by use of computer technologies without leaving his favorite chair. The 20th century
made huge steps in developing computer technologies and reached many goals that made our life
much easier. What should we expect in the 21st century?

First of all, | think that the pace of our life will speed up: we will move faster from one place to another,
from one continent to another using high speed jet airplanes. Second of all, | believe that we will be
able to do many things that take much time now without leaving our house. Computers will be
everywhere including out clothes. Many people will have chips and mini computers inserted in their
heads to hold huge amount of information and have a quick access to it.

But what will be the most amazing thing in the 21st century is the flights to the outer space and Mars
that will be available to all people. Scientists say that Mars has many things similar to the Earth's.
Moreover, they say that with the help of modern technology people can artificially create conditions
that will allow people to live there on the constant basis.

To sum up, | am sure that many amazing changes will be brought by the 21st century. Furthermore, |
think that with the help of the contemporary technologies people can do many things that were even
difficult to imagine a century ago. So, nowadays it is rather difficult and even impossible to imagine all
changes that will happen in the next decades.



Some people say that advertising encourages us to buy things we really do not need. Others
say that advertisements tell us about new products that may improve our lives. Which
viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

I think that everyone can divide all advertising products and services into useless ones and useful
ones. ltis like looking through an information desk when you pay attention to those messages that
interest you. Take me for example.

I do not like jewelry. It does not mean | do not have it at all, | have a couple of inexpensive rings as
gifts from my parents. | just think, people pay too much attention to this stuff. | believe it is the result of
mass advertising. Every day when | am watching TV, listening to the radio or reading the paper |
notice many ads about getting an expensive ring, chain, necklace or ear-rings. From my point of view
these kinds of advertising contaminate people's minds. In this case you are encouraged to buy things
you do not really need. They make you believe you need such products in order to succeed or be

happy.

From the other side, | think that advertisements of the new detergents with up-to-date formulas to help
you maintain your cloth in perfect conditions, the new cars with some extra futures that make your
traveling more comfortable and sports goods that make your life healthier may help you to improve
your life.

Recently my husband and | saw an ad on the Internet about a very interesting and inexpensive
vocation to Japan for a week. Is not it awesome? We like traveling. So now we are planning to find
out more about it and, may be, make reservations. | belief that without advertisements we would be
unaware about plenty of oppotunities that may make your life happier, easier and less stressful.

My point is that every person has his own scale of values. So if he is vegetarian he will consider an ad
about meat products useless for him.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Advertising can tell you a lot about a
country. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Every country has its own culture and traditions. There is no doubt that an advertising campaign
conducted in Russia will not have the same affect here in the United States. Let us take for example
advertisement of food and restaurants.

A huge amount of fast food stands suggest their services for breakfast, lunch, dinner and supper here
in Houston. The competition is very strong. Every week you get in your mail-box an envelope with
different types of discounts in exchange for visiting them or ordering pizza. Watching TV you are also
from time to time invited to visit a restaurant in order to taste some delicious food. It is not because it
is easy to make money cooking but because the demand for such service is high. First of all, people
like to go out sometimes to have dinner with friends. Second of all, it is often impossible to drive home
for lunch. It can be time consuming.

As for Russia, it is a great tradition to have dinner at home with the family and go to the restaurant for
big holidays. Additionally fast food is not popular in Russia. So you will see advertisements of yogurts,
coffee, dairy products and juice instead of restaurants and fast food stands.

In conclusion | would like to add that in order to succeed in advertising campaign especially on the
international market company must know traditions, language and history of the country.



A gift (such as a camera, a soccer ball, or an animal) can contribute to a child’s development.
What gift would you give to help a child develop? Why? Use reasons and specific examples to
support your choice.

People learn and develop throughout their entire lives. | think that in our modern world it is very
essential to be familiar with computer technology. So, if | had a chance to give a child a gift it would
be a computer. | think that computers play an essential role in our lives and they bring many benefits
to our society. Moreover, children can learn by use of computers. In the following paragraphs | will
give my reasons to support my answer.

First of all, by use of computers children can play many games, which help to improve children's
ability to think logically, think about their next step, etc. Moreover, playing games develop many
important qualities such as attention, patience, persistent, etc. Second of all, computers help children
to learn more about anything by use of Internet. They can find new friends even from another country.
Children will improve their communication skills, gain more knowledge and experience. Also, children
have a great opportunity to learn more about other countries, their history, traditions and customs.
Finally, computer skills can help a child to find his or her first job. A child can find an ad in the Internet
about a job offer or he or she can make a resume and place it in the Internet. Personally, | think it is a
great experience and big step forward towards a future career.

In addition to those practical benefits, computer technology helps children to do their homework
faster. They can type their data into the computer, easily check the grammar, correct mistakes and
then print it out. Moreover, there are plenty different kinds of educational programs that can help
children learn how to read, write, draw and even how to behave and speak a foreign language.

To sum up, | believe that children should learn how to use computer because this knowledge will help
them in the future to be more self-confident and enterprising. Furthermore, computers can greatly
improve and simplify their lives if children know how to use them.



Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building? Use specific
reasons and details to support your choice.

If | was asked where | would | prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building, |
think, | would hesitate to answer. This question, from my point of view, is a controversial one. In the
following paragraphs | will analyze both these options and present my view.

From the one side, living in a modern apartment building brings many benefits. First of all, it is
cheaper then living in a traditional house and paying different kinds of fees | am not familiar with. For
instance, my friend, who recently bought a new house for his family, said me that it is much easier to
live in an apartment and | tend to believe him when | see his bills. So, living in an apartment will
definitely help me to save some money. Second of all, since | live alone | do not need a big house
with many rooms. | just need a bedroom and a living room where | can take my guests and have my
work place. Another important benefit of living in an apartment is that | will not have to buy much
cumbersome furniture in order to furnish all rooms.

However, living in a modern apartment building can have a few disadvantages too. Firstly, it can be
noisy and, secondly, | will not have any privacy outside my apartment, for example, in a pool or gym.

From the other side, living in a traditional house have some advantages too. For example, | can have
my own pool, gym and a garden where | can relax and be alone. However, living in a house is usually
more expensive and requires more time to maintain a house. For instance, | will most likely have to
hire someone to mow my lawn and clean my pool not to mention all household tasks inside the
house.

In conclusion, | think at this moment | would prefer to live in an apartment. It can help me save some
money and allows me to spend more time studying because | will not have to do many household
tasks.



If you could study a subject that you have never had the opportunity to study, what would you
choose? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.

If | would have the opportunity to study a subject | do not know yet | would choose to study the outer
space. | have a Bachelor degree in Management and | like to have the possibilities to work in this
field. However, | was always interested in the space exploration.

| think, it is a very interesting and challenging job to work on a space ship, gathering different kinds of
information, probes and specimens. Many people think that these kinds of experiments are a waste of
money and time. Nevertheless, | believe that humankind is making steps forward by domesticating
space. We need to know what is beyond our solar system. We need to know what is beyond our
universe.

Another important aspect of studding the space is that scientists are always about to make new
discoveries there and they do them. | think it is a great feeling to give people new knowledge,
opportunities and experience. Scientists often find and study new constellations, they launch
satellites and monitor them from land.

When | was a child | collected stamps and cards with a space subject and | dreamed that someday |
would be able to make a flight into an outer space. However, my plans changed but my dream has
not vanished. | believe that in a few years people will be able to visit the space just like they go to a
museum now.

To sum up, I think that studding a space would give me self-realization, more opportunities to grow
and more goals to achieve.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Attending a live performance (for
example, a play, concert, or sporting event) is more enjoyable than watching the same event
on television. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

The issue whether to attend a live performance or enjoy watching the same eventon TV is a
controversial one. However, in my opinion an intermediate position can be taken. | base my
suggestion on the following points. But before | begin | think | need to clarify what kind of live
performances | like. | mostly attend concerts and prefer to see sport events on TV.

First of all, watching an event on TV can bring many advantages. One can relax and settle in his
favorite chair, eating a cake or having a drink. One does not have to spend time driving to the place
where an event takes place. Also, he does not spend money on a ticket. Moreover, sometimes sitting
in front of a TV set one is likely to see more interesting parts of a show more clearly with the help of
an operator. Second of all, the weather is no longer of that importance. He does not care that it is
rainy or chilly outside.

From the other side, attending a live performance has many advantages too. Firstly, people can enjoy
the songs as they are in a real time. Personally, | like to attend a live performance because they give
much positive energy and many beautiful moments. Frankly, watching a show at home does not give
me that. One can enjoy loud music, the closeness of his favorite stars and shout the songs he likes.

In summary, | prefer to attend live performances in the case of a concert and show. However, in
contrast, | prefer to watch sport events on television at home.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should read only those books
that are about real events, real people, and established facts. Use specific reasons and details
to support your opinion.

Some people think that fiction books have no use at all. They claim that people should read about real
events that took place, real people, and established facts. | have to totally disagree with this
statement. From my everyday experience and observation | can stand that fiction, miracles and fairy
tails are required in our life. For several reasons, which | will mention below, | believe that fiction
books play an essential role in our life.

First of all, it is kind of difficult to imagine a six year old child reading about politics or history with the
real facts that are not always pleasant. | think that children need miracles and Santa Claus because
the real world is too complicated for them. They are too innocent and inexperienced to know the real
facts and understand what is a real life about. In addition, | am sure that making a child read only non-
fiction books can result in shock. In addition to these benefits,

Second of all, following this statement about refusing from reading books about fiction events we also
should refuse from festivals, parades, and celebration such holidays as Halloween because most of
the characters there are fictional. Moreover, comic books will disappear as well as animated films and
fiction movies. The disadvantage of non-fiction lies in the facts that nothing happens to excite the
mind and spirit. From the other side, fiction provides a great slope for a mind to think creatively.

In conclusion, | think that people need miracles. We can not be satisfied with only naked truth. Human
kind must believe in something and this believe helps people break limits and make new inventions.



It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and contrast
knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which
source is more important? Why?

People are learning and practicing through their entire life. | believe that life experience and practice
are the basic reasons of the humankind's evolution. However, in my opinion, knowledge gained from
books plays a very important role in the modern life.

The most obviously important advantage of books is that they hold all knowledge gained by previous
generations. People write books about their discoveries and inventions, which are gained through
practice and experience. This knowledge is accumulated in books that are passed from generation to
generation. So, basically, people get all knowledge about the previous achievements from books,
analyze it and than, according to their experience and new data, write new books. In this case, books
are the holders of humankind's experience.

For example, at old times people thought that the Earth was flat. It was concluded from observations
and studdying. However, the next generations, using the experience of their ancestors, proved that
the Earth was round.

Personally, | think that books are very important because they are able to give people the basic and
fundamental knowledge. Books store history, the important events and discoveries. Without them it is
difficult and sometimes impossible to move forward, make new discoveries and inventions.

To summarize, | think a person should take basic knowledge from books because it will help him to
make his own inventions, conclusions and discoveries. Only using both books and one’s experience
one can move forward.



It is sometimes said that borrowing money from a friend can harm or damage the friendship.
Do you agree? Why or why not? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your answer.

| think that borrowing money from a friend has some negative aspects and can harm or damage the
friendship in some cases. For example, a person borrowed some money from his or her friend and
did not return it. However, | believe that borrowing money from a friend and returning it on time can
not harm friendship. Moreover, it even can strengthen the relationships between them. For several
reasons, which | will mention bellow, | think borrowing money from a friend and returning it do not
damage the friendship.

| think that borrowing money from a person who is close to one is normal. Imagine that someone
needs help and no doubt that his or her friends will offer it. For example, when my friend asks me to
baby-sit her child while she is taking her classes | agree because | know that she desperately needs
my help in order to finish her degree and save some money. Furthermore, | am sure that she will be
there for me if | need help. The same thing is with the money, sometimes we borrow money from
each other but we always return it to each other. | think it is very important to return money borrowed
from a friend. | am glad that | can lend her some money when she needs it because | am sure that
she will return it as soon as possible.

In addition, | believe that when friends lend and borrow money from each other it means that they
trust each other. However, | cannot disagree with the fact that money often can cause the end of the
friendship. For example, a person, who borrowed money from his or her friend and did not return it,
will try to avoid any contacts with the second person. At the same time, a person who lent the money
to his or her friend and did not get it back will have more likely an unpleasant feeling about the
situation too. As a result friends will fall apart.

In conclusion, | think that borrowing money and returning it will help to keep friends together.



What are some important qualities of a good supervisor (boss)? Use specific details and
examples to explain why these qualities are important.

Many people have to work under somebody's supervision. In most cases an employee does not
choose his or her boss, unless a supervisor is elected. In the following paragraphs | will list the most
important qualities of my "ideal boss".

First of all, he must be impatrtial. | believe that it is very important to make a technical decision, think
about somebody's promotion, etc. impartially. For instance, my friend is a supervisor on a dairy mill. It
is his family's business so a lot of his relatives work there. But he never promotes someone because
he or she is his family. | think it is a good quality for a boss.

Second of all, my "ideal boss" must be honest, patient and attentive. He should pay attention to
people's feelings, encourage them by increasing their salary, listen to their suggestions about
improving labor conditions and productivity. For instance, if he does not satisfied with the result he
should understand the origin of the problem and explain people how to fix it. In addition, he must
know how to solve conflicts that can arise between employees.

Another important quality of a boss is the ability to choose the right decisions and to learn on
somebody's mistakes.

Finally, | think a good boss must value his or her employees because the profit directly depends on
the people who work there.

In conclusion, | think a good boss should be able to make his people enjoy the work they are doing
and encourage their diligence.



The government has announced that it plans to build a new university. Some people think that
your community would be a good place to locate the university. Compare the advantages and
disadvantages of establishing a new university in your community. Use specific details in your
discussion.

| think it is a great idea to build a new university in my community. However, | think it is a controversial
guestion whether the building of a new university will bring only benefits to our community. In this
essay | will analyze advantages and disadvantages of this issue and present my view in favor of
establishing a new university in my community.

From the one side, establishing a new university in my community brings many benefits. First of all, a
new construction means more job opportunities. | think it would be good for my community because
many people have to spend much time driving to their work day in and day out because they could
not find a job in our neighborhood. Second of all, a new university is a good chance to meet new
people and | like this opportunity. Many students will live in our community. Finally, if a new university
is built in my community there is a big chance that | will be willing to enroll in it. | think it is great
because it is not far from my place and | do not have to move to another part of the city. Another
important aspect of this is that people from my community will have a chance to use new libraries and
facilities of a new university. For example some people can take courses and classes there.

From the other side, building a new university can bring some disadvantages. A new construction
means noise, traffic jams and different kinds of pollution. In addition to these disadvantages, many
young people in our community can cause more noise especially in the evenings.

To sum up, | think that I would support the decision of the government of establishing a new university
in my community despite a few disadvantages that could follow this construction. | believe that a new
university will increase a chance of many young people to get a higher education, gain more
knowledge and experience, which will help them to succeed in today’s world.



A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near your community.
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this new influence on your community. Do you
support or oppose the factory? Explain your position.

| am from Saint-Petersburg, Russia. | believe that building a large factory near my community has
advantages as well as disadvantages. In the following paragraphs | will list basic benefits and losses
that will be brought by a new factory.

For several reasons, | think that a new factory will not be a good addition to my neighborhood. First of
all, factories often bring pollution. They are prone to contaminating the local air and water. Second of
all, factories make noise. Another important aspect of building a new factory near by is that it will
make the local traffic heavy. As a result of this, the amount of traffic congestions will increase, as well
as contamination of the air. So, all these obviously will not make one's life happier and healthier in my
community.

From the other side, | believe that a new factory will bring some advantages to my community. First of
all, it will bring new job opportunities. Many specialists will be required to work there. Second of all, |
think many local community facilities will have to be renovated to obtain reliable supply of water and
electricity. So, some old pipes may be changed. Another important benefit of this is that the local
roads in order to manage the increasing traffic will be rebuilt and widened.

However, | do not think that listed above benefits are worth all these troubles including water
contamination and the constant pollution of air. From my point of view all factories must be built far
from the people communities because they can be really harmful for people’s health.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Businesses should do anything they
can to make a profit. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.

| do not agree with the statement that businesses should do anything they can to make a profit. | state
my opinion on the following points.

First of all, every company must have its moral code. It means that a company should treat its clients
properly and respect their rights. Of cause a company may lose a part of its profit but security of its
clients must be on the first place. Otherwise, clients will switch to another company and never be
back. For instance, a few years ago "Jonson&Jonson" produced a new type of painkillers.
Unfortunately, this product was not tested properly. As a result of this many people died and received
injures. The president of the company made a crucial decision to call back all painkillers from all
distributors and pay to all injured customers for their treatment. It cost a lot of money for the company
but it saved its image and clients. It was a very difficult decision, but the president of the company
understood that it would cost him even more in the future because he would not be able to return
clients' respect. Loosing customers means for a company loosing its profit.

Second of all, in order to succeed in the modern world companies have to compete with each other.
Many companies lose their profit decreasing prices on their products. They do not aspire for extra
profit but for clients' satisfaction. Companies do it because they want their products sold and their
customers satisfied. They offer discounts, free delivery, free service, free Internet access, good return
service, etc. All these are done to make their old customers happy and attract new clients.

To sum up, | think a company, which the only goal is profit will not succeed nowadays. Otherwise,
companies that respect their clients and want to see them satisfied will make a fortune.



Some people enjoy change, and they look forward to new experiences. Others like their lives
to stay the same, and they do not change their usual habits. Compare these two approaches to
life. Which approach do you prefer? Explain why.

Some people like to live in the same house, have the same job and habits all their lives. However,
others aspire to changes and new experience. Personally, for the several reasons, which | will explain
bellow, | prefer the first approach to life.

First of all, changes in one's life bring many benefits. One tries new things, gains new knowledge and
experience. | think it is great because without changes life becomes boring. | always try to make
changes in my life. Moreover, when | feel that my life is boring | do not feel well about it. | feel like |
spent those days for nothing. | did not do anything exiting, | learnt nothing interesting and | just
waisted my time.

Second of all, people need changes. Furthermore, we need obstacles to overcome and reach our
goals. | believe that changes make us stronger, more persistent, more self-confident, and more
patient. Also, | feel that all people who succeeded in life like changes and new experience because it
is impossible to be the best at some field without perfecting the present knowledge and gain new
experience. People catch every opportunity to learn more and change their life for the best.

From the other side, people who like their lives to stay the same are very permanent. They have the
same job all their life, the same habits, the same week-ends and even the same years in years out. |
think it is boring. What will they tell their children about their lives? What kind of contribution will they
make for the society? | think such people are just afraid of changes.

| think curiosity and aspiration to the new experience are two of the main reasons of human evolution.
People always wanted to break limits and gain more knowledge and experience. So, people who
enjoy change are the engine of human development.



Some people think that children should begin their formal education at a very early age and
should spend most of their time on school studies. Others believe that young children should
spend most of their time playing. Compare these two views. Which view do you agree with?
Why?

People learn through their entire lives. Curiosity was always the basic characteristic of a human
being. We always want to break limits and learn more. At this point some people think that children
should begin their formal education at a very early age and spend most of their time on school
studies. This will help them to succeed in the future. However, for several reasons, which | will explain
bellow, | think that children should not study at a very early age.

Of cause, children who begin to study at a very early age have more chances to succeed in the
future. They gain more knowledge and experience which are priceless and valuable. In addition,
studying more now they will give them the opportunity to perfect their knowledge in the future and
become better professionals.

However, | think that every child must have his or her childhood. Children should learn through
playing and communication with their friends and parents. | think that such basic qualities as
kindness, self-confidence and just a good sense of humor can not be gained from studying. Children
should more time spend with their family, playing and learning with their parents. Imagine that a child
instead of playing with his friends does his homework and feel exhausted and tired. Another important
aspect of this is that children at their early ages need more exercise because at this age the
development of their body is a very essential aspect. Children first of all must be healthy.

To sum up, | think that children should have their careless childhood with no responsibilities.
Moreover, | am sure that playing helps them develop not only their bones and muscles but their ability
to make decisions, analyze things, make conclusions, which is very good for their future.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching television is bad for
children. Use specific details and examples to support your answer.

Some parents believe that watching television is bad for their children. So, they try to restrict their
children from watching TV. However, other parents think that there is nothing bad in watching TV.
Personally, | think that watching TV brings children only benefits unless they spend in front of TV set
less then a couple of hours daily. For the following reasons, which | will mention bellow, | believe that
television plays an essential role in child's development.

First of all, television helps a child to extent his or her range of interests. Children can find out many
new things and make many exiting discoveries for themselves. In addition to these practical benefits
television improves children's vocabulary, their memory and gives them the opportunity to gain more
knowledge. I think it is very essential for a child. Of cause, someone can say that there are plenty of
different recourses of information such as books and teachers. But, | think, in our modern world
children must learn faster and use all contemporary technology in order to succeed.

Second of all, watching cognitive programs helps children to learn more about wild life, our
environment and about the importance of preserving our forest and wild animals that live there.

Scientists say that a child should not watch TV more then 40 minutes successively. For example, my
mother always made us have a break after watching TV more then half an hour and let our eyes rest
for several minutes before turning on the TV again. | think it is the best solution.

To sum up, | believe that television gives children and all people the opportunity to learn what can not
be learn from books. Television and movies in particular allow people to feel the reality and see what
they will most likely not be able to see in their lives. Personally, when | was a child I liked to watch
cognitive programs about wild animals. Unfortunately, my family had only one TV, but these programs
were the only ones we all wanted to watch. So, we gathered in our living room and watched them in
complete silence and | always remember those moments with a smile on my face.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should begin learning a
foreign language as soon as they start school. Use specific reasons and examples to support
your position.

Language is the best means of communication. In the modern globalization era it is not enough to be
able to speak one language to communicate with the outside world. | strongly support the idea that
children should begin learning a foreign language as soon as they start school. They faster become
familiar with a strange language, improve their hearing ability to understand new words as time goes
by and learn new words. In the following paragraphs | will list some reasons to support my position.

First of all, if one wants to see outcome soon, one must start sooner. So, the early children begin to
learn new language the better will be the result. Scientists say that a child does not confuse two
different languages but learns them more effectively.

Second of all, adults are often afraid to make mistakes when they are speaking in a new language.
This fear is one of the biggest barriers for a person in his efforts to speak freely. Otherwise, children
do not afraid of making grammatical mistakes because basically they just repeat words and
sentences in the way they hear them. Also, children have a better chance to get rid of an accent.
They faster get used to the right pronunciation and better feel the melody of a language.

To sum up, | think that it is very essential for children to begin learning a foreign language in their
early ages. It is brings many benefits such as great pronunciation. Also, it help a child develop and
gain more knowledge which is good for a long run.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools should allow students to
study the courses that students want to study. Use specific reasons and examples to support
your opinion.

The question whether high school should allow students to study the courses that students want to
study is the one that is open for debate. Some people believe that students in high school should
have the right to study the courses they like. However, other people disagree and stand that
teenagers can not totally be sure what they like and what they need to know at their age. In this essay
| will analyze these points and present my view in favor of people who believe that some courses
must be required to study by students.

From the one side, having a chance to choose what one likes to study can bring many benefits. First
of all, a student can be better prepared for the career he likes because he can spend more time
studying what he is interested in. Second of all, students will learn with more enthusiasm because
they will learn what they like.

From the other side, teenagers often can not completely understand what they want to do in the
future. So, given a chance to choose, they can choose classes, which are easy to learn and do not
take much time to study. As a result of this after graduation many students can be unprepared to
enroll in universities and, of cause, make careers. Personally, | think that some courses such as
mathematics, literature, writing English must be required for studying by students. This will helps them
to gain more knowledge and experience, develop ability to think logically, improve writing skills, etc.
So, students will be better prepared for the real world and independence life.

To sum up, | think that high school should have required courses because it is essential for a student
to have a good base for the future life. Required courses as a rule are more complicated but they give
the opportunity for students to extend their range of interests and help them to develop many
important characteristics such as self-confident, persistent, patience, etc.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important
influence than parents on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

| can not completely agree with the statement that classmates are a more important influence than
parents on a child's success in school. In this essay | will first focus on the reasons why | agree with
this statement and then list a few points why from my opinion in some cases is not true.

From the one side, classmates have a significant influence on child's behavior and his or her success
in school. First of all, children spend much time at school. Classmates have many things in common
such as age, interests, homework and classes after all. So, they discuss their impressions about a
new teacher, solve problems together, learn their homework, gain new knowledge and experience
and even make their own discoveries. Sharing all these makes them closer. Some of them become
friends and they spend after-school time together. In addition friends tend to copy each other's habits
and manners. For instance, my little sister became friends with the girl who did not have good grades
at school at that time. It does not mean she could not have better grades; she just had many friends
who did not care about their grades. So, when they started to spend their time together and share
their interests, girl's grades improved. They did their homework together, shared their dreams and
exciting moments. From this point | must agree that classmates can change child’s attitude towards
school.

From the other side, parents have a great influence on children’ success in school too. For example if
parents show an interest in their child's progress and talk to him or her about the importance of
learning I think their child will listen to them and do his or her best.

Personally, | believe that relationships between parents and a child play an essential role in child's
success in school. If these relationships are close and wholehearted | am sure that parents should not
be afraid of bad influence from the outside.



Some movies are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other movies are designed
primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of movie do you prefer? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your answer.

Different people like different types of movies. Some people like to watch a movie that makes them
think. They prefer movies with a murder investigation or some kind of intricate plot. Other people
prefer movies that make them laugh. Personally, | like more comedies, but sometimes my husband
insists on watching a fantastic or a scary movie just to diversify our repertory.

Comedies make one laugh. People can just relax, buy a bottle of coda and some popcorn and enjoy
those moments. It is a means of eliminating stress and tension. Usually, we go to the movie theatre
once a month because in this case we always find new comedies to watch. | like those moments
when it is dark and one just can enjoys the actions from a large screen.

| do not want to say that | do not like movies that make me think. Sometimes | really like the plot or
performance. For example, "Traffic", a movie about drugs and young people, is very touching and
topical. From my point of view, every family should watch this movie together and discuss the
important aspects of it. One more example of this kind of movies is "Mister G". It is about a little boy
who needed a surgery to live. His heart did not work properly, so a boy needed another one to survive
. Basically, the movie is about a family that faces many difficulties and obstacles, trying to save their
only child. I think that humankind needs such movies. First of all, they help people enjoy their life and
be grateful. Second of all, they help people realize that they are a big family.

In summary, | think that every movie must teach us be kind, strong and grateful.



When people need to complain about a product or poor service, some prefer to complain in
writing and others prefer to complain in person. Which way do you prefer? Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

It is rather difficult for me to answer the question how | prefer to complain: in writing or in person
because sometimes | just do not have a choice. For example, if | order a product using the Internet
from another state or even country | will more likely have the opportunity to speak to a representative
of a company in person. So, in some cases | choose to speak in person and in others | prefer to
complain in writing. However, | believe that every option has its advantages.

From the one side, complaining in writing brings many benefits. First of all, one does not have to
spend his precious time driving, waiting for his turn and talking with a representative. He can just send
mail or e-mail and get all explanation he needs. Second of all, | think it is the best way to avoid an
unpleasant conversation. Personally, | do not like to complain about anything especially, in person.
Finally, sometimes it is impossible to have a face-to-face conversation because a company which
provided a poor product or service is too far away.

From the other side, complaining in person has some benefits too. First, this type of complaining
provides an immediate feedback. So, if | have some complains about company's products | will
receive all information and explanation right away. However, sending a company a letter and getting a
feedback can take more then a month. Second, face-to-face conversation is often more effective.
People talk to each other, see each other facial gestures and body movements, which can tell a lot
about a person. In addition to these practical benefits, in the case if one can not receive creditable
explanation from one representative he always can require to talk to another person. For instance, my
husband recently had some extra withdraws from his account by his bank and he was not aware of it.
So, he went to the bank and explained to the bank's representative the situation and they together
found the solution and those money was given back to my husband's account. | think, in this case
face-to-face conversation is the best way to complain and get feedback fast.

In conclusion, | think that if | have to complain about a product or poor service | will do it in person.
However, if face-to-face conversation is impossible | think | have nothing left but to send a letter or
write an e-mail there.



Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say
that computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

Some people say that the invention of computers is one of the greatest humankind's inventions.
However, other people think that computers make their life more stressful. | agree with those people
who think that computers brought many benefits and play a very important role in our modern life.

First of all, every company nowadays uses a computer to store its data and make different kinds of
operations. It is very difficult to imagine life without computers. A company would have to store
millions of papers and documents. Moreover, a customer would have to wait hours to check his
balance or get a piece of information about his transactions at his bank, while an employee was
looking trough those papers. Another important aspect of this is that people are able to type all their
information, make corrections, print or send documents using computers. It makes life much easier.
One can spend the rest of the time watching TV with his family or working on something new.

We use computers every day sometimes even not knowing it. When we go to a store and use our
credit cards many computers process our information and perform transactions. When we need to get
some cash we use money access machines that are computerized too.

Second of all, computers provided a great means of communication - the Internet. | think it is the most
easiest and cheapest way to get in touch with relatives, friends, business colleagues, etc. Nowadays
the world becomes smaller and smaller. When | was a little girl, | could not imagine that it would be
possible to communicate with people from all around the world in so easy way. A person can get
latest news, become friends with someone from another country, find his old friends, ask for a piece
of advice, etc.

Finally, in addition to these practical benefits people can shopping without leaving their house. They
just use an Internet access, a computer and their cards to make a payment. It is kind of difficult to
imagine that a few years ago people had to spend their time in lines buying tickets. Now, a person
can choose a destination, company, date and time and get tickets delivered to his door. | think it is
amazing.

To sum up, | believe that computers made our lives easier. They change our attitude towards life. |
think with the invention of computers people became closer and friendlier.



It is generally agreed that society benefits from the work of its members. Compare the
contributions of artists to society with the contributions of scientists to society. Which type of
contribution do you think is valued more by your society? Give specific reasons to support
your answer.

From my everyday experience and observation | think that artists as well as scientists brings many

benefits to society. It is a controversial question weather the contributions of artists are more or less
then the contributions of scientists to the society. For several reasons, which | will mention bellow, |
think that both types are valuable, priceless and irreplaceable for every society.

The contributions of artists to the society are very essential. Art forms people's spiritual sense, their
views and personalities. People learn history, the traditions of their country trough the art. We also
watch movies that entertain and at the same time extend our range of interests. Another important
aspect of this is that art is an ancient means of communication. In old times people depicted the herds
of mammoths on the walls of their caves. They performed different rituals around the fireplace asking
their gods for health, good harvest and weather. Our language is a result of people's need to
communicate.

From the other side, the contribution of scientists is could not be exaggerated. All humankind is
indebted to the scientists because of their work and achievements. Scientists make our life easier. We
have cars and airplanes to move fast from one place to another. We have microwaves and a bunch of
preprocessed food to make the cooking much easier. We have different devices that simplify all we
do. Finally, scientists are making great achievements in medicine that make our life longer and
happier. Nowadays people have a great opportunity to do many things faster by use of computers.

To sup up, | believe that artists nourish our souls when scientists and technology feed our minds. So,
we can not eliminate or underestimate one of them.



We all work or will work in our jobs with many different kinds of people. In your opinion, what
are some important characteristics of a co-worker (someone you work closely with)? Use
reasons and specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important.

A large number of people spend most of their time at work. Our life is divided into three equal parts: 8
hours - sleep, 8 hours - work, 8 hours - family time. So, in the most cases, one's co-worker plays an
important role in one's life. From my opinion, the essential characteristics of a co-worker are the
following.

First of all, a person who works closely with me must like his job. I think it is very important for a
person to feel satisfaction with his job. My husband is a software developer. He is fond of his job and
people enjoy working with him because they see how many energy he puts into his job.

Second of all, my co-worker must be persistent and never give up. | like when people who came
across a problem try to solve it, find a good decision instead of looking for another person to hand it
over. Another important aspect of this is that a good worker should always ask himself "What can be
improved?" and suggests new solutions.

In addition, he must be a good team player. In the modern world good communication skills and the
ability to work in a team are among the common position requirements. Personally, | think it is great to
help each other, share new ideas, develop new solutions, etc. It helps to create a team spirit and
improve a labor productivity.

Finally, my co-worker must be punctual. He or she should finish the job on time | think that It is
unacceptable to make the rest of a team wait while a person finishes his or her job. Also, my "ideal
co-worker" should always be ready to offer his or her help and be supportive.

To summarize, | think if a co-worker possesses all of these qualities mentioned above he can make
work with him really enjoyable and productive.



Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday, what person or event
would it honor and how would you want people to celebrate it? Use specific reasons and
details to support your answer.

Every country has holidays. If | could create a new holiday it would be "Day of Health". | belief that
many countries already have this day, but | think that my day will be more beneficial because it will
be celebrated at the beginning of every month. In this essay | will give the reasons and outline the
benefits of this holiday.

First of all, to celebrate this day people do not have to go to a restaurant or to a movie, but they will go
to the nearest park and celebrate it by walking, jogging, line-skating or bicycling. Some people will go
to a fitness center or a pool. Smoking will be prohibited everywhere on this day. Also this will be a
day of healthy food, fresh squeezed juice and a lot of smiling faces. This day will inspire people with
energy for the rest of the month.

Second of all, people will be called to use their car as less as possible in order to prevent the air
pollution and to keep air fresh. Every car has a large impact on the environment. People often drive
their car to the nearest store to buy food when they can spend 5 minutes more and get there by foot
or bicycle.

Finally, "Day of Health" will help people to relax, to slow down the pace of their life. Life is very
stressful these days. People are competing for better job, companies and countries are competing for
a market and business. So, this day will help people to enjoy the moments of their life, to leave their
troubles behind and appreciate all they have.

In summary, | belief my holiday would make people friendlier, healthier and happier.



Describe a custom from your country that you would like people from other countries to adopt.
Explain your choice, using specific reasons and examples.

In our modern stressful world we often forget about our customs and traditions. However, | think that
people should keep their traditions because they help to remember our forefathers and value the
beautiful moments we have in our lives.

In my country we have a great custom called "Maslenica". It is a holiday, which is celebrated at the
end of the winter. Many people gather on the biggest square of the city and see of the winter. They
say to the winter good-bye and ask the spring to change the winter. They celebrate the beginning of
the life when everything starts to grow.

People at this holiday bake pancakes and treat each other with them. Also, many people gathered on
the square play different games. For example, the most well-known game "pulling a rope" subsists in
that two teams pull a rope. The winner is the team, witch has a longer rope. Other people craw on the
icy pole. People have fun at this holiday even if they just observe those games and do not participate.

In conclusion, | am sure that "Maslenica" would benefit many countries all over the world. People
have the opportunity to relax, leave their troubles and worries behind and have fun. Also, this holiday
helps people to find out more about each other, communicate and meet new people. In addition to
those practical benefits, "Maslenica" helps people to slow down their life pace and enjoy the present
moments that are irreplaceable and beautiful.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dancing plays an important role in a
culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Dancing is one of the ancient means of communication. People of every country have their own
national music and dances. In old times people perform special rituals to make bad spirits go away
and ask gods for fertile soil, good harvest, health and good weather. So, dancing plays an important
role in a culture. Moreover, dancing of a particular country reflects its traditions, customs and history.
In the following paragraphs | will give my reasons to support my answer.

First of all, the reason why dancing of a particular country is so unique because many art forms are
put together. People need music, costumes, singers to perform, players and of cause dancers. Each
of these art forms is unique and singular for every country. In old times people gathered to celebrate
or mourn and every occasion had its own music and costumes. For example, ancient tribes painted
their faces with ugly and strange patterns, put on colorful clothes and make strange movements
around the fireplace.

Second of all, dancing is a combination of body movements that are peculiar for every nation. People
of different nations have different bodily movements because dancing is one of the first means of
communication. People differently express their feelings such as happiness, sadness, joy and sorrow
though movements of their bodies.

To sum up, | think that dancing keeps people's traditions alive through the ages.



Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or other dangerous
activities? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Nowadays many people attracted to dangerous sports and other dangerous activities. From my
everyday experience and observation | think it is a result of dramatic changes in people's life.

Just imagine at old times men had to hunt for food, fight, face many challenges and obstacles. Now
our days are quite ordinary with a cup of coffee, donut, computer, desk table and TV. Basically, we do
not have to straggle every day for our life and we have nutritious meal without any efforts. So, all we
have to do is to contemplate out life. However, | must confess it can be boring. All improvements
created for the past centuries made our life easier. Nowadays people look for adventure. They want to
face a challenge, prove themselves something, conquer the world, etc.

Personally, | think that every person sees different goals in doing dangerous activities. Some people
want to add some stress and tension to their lives. From the other side, other people want to eliminate
stress and tension gained from their everyday lives. They can forget about all troubles and leave them
behind. | believe that dangerous activities give one freedom, happiness, feeling of independence and
tone.

To sum up, | think that dangerous sports and activities are irreplaceable in our life. Without them out
life would be miserable and boring.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or other adult relatives should
make important decisions for their (15 to 18 year-old) teenage children. Use specific reasons
and examples to support your opinion.

Parents are in most cases our first teachers and friends. From my everyday experience | have to
agree with the statement that important decisions should be made by our parents or adult relatives. In
the following paragraphs | will give my reasons to support this statement.

First of all, teenage children have the tendency to live in their own fantasies. They does not clearly
understand the rules of a real life. When | was 18 years old | thought that the world was perfect and
everything seemed to be simple. Teenagers are basically inexperienced, they aspire for
independence and try to make their first steps towards freedom. I think that it is like starting to walk
when a baby needs its parents for support. An independent life is a big and significant part in a
person's life. So, my point is that it is very important to make this step right.

Second of all, | think that parents have right to interfere in their children's lives. They need to know
what kind of friends their children have and how children spend their spare time. For example | had an
eighteen years old friend who got really angry with his parents when they prohibited him to be friends
with a young man. Somehow his parents found out that that young man was occasionally taking
drugs. That man was dead in a year because of drug abuse. After that accident my friend thanked his
parents for that interference.

Finally, | think teenage children should be more open-minded with their parents. It will help them to
make the right choice and avoid many mistakes.

To sum up, | believe that young people should trust their parents because they wish their children
only the best.



Some people believe that a college or university education should be available to all students.
Others believe that higher education should be available only to good students. Discuss these
views. Which view do you agree with? Explain why.

People learn through their entire lives. They constantly improve their knowledge and develop. | think
that a college or university education should be available to all students because every person has
the right to choose the way to self-perfection. Bellow | will give some of my reasons to support my
position.

First of all, every person should have the chance to get a higher degree, gain new knowledge and
experience. However, some people believe that higher education should be available only to good
students. | think it is silly. It is like to make unavailable traveling for one who does not have 1Q high
enough.

Second of all, some young people do not do well at school but they have great personality and ability
to learn. They are self-confident, persistent and patient. With these qualities they can get higher
grades then their classmates who are talented but lazy. Imagine for example situation when a
teenager gets high grades because his or her parents constantly make him or her study and help to
do most of the homework. In this case a child does very good at school but | think a college can show
the opposite results.

Finally, it is a discrimination against students to make available higher education only for good ones.
So, if a students does poor and gets low grades he/she should be sent down. But if a person was
never given a chance to try himself/herself at college what to do in this case?

To sum up, | think that all young people should have the chance to get a higher education. To take or
not this chance must be up to them.



People recognize a difference between children and adults. What events (experiences or
ceremonies) make a person an adult? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your
answer.

| think the question what events make a person an adult is the one that is open for debate. Some
people think that the graduation of high school makes a person an adult. Others think that the age of
21 is the age when childhood is replaced by adulthood. However, from my everyday experience and
observation | can stand three major events that make a person an adult.

The first event that makes a person an adult is getting a job. The ability to earn his own money gives
a person the opportunity to live independently from his parents. Personally, | think the first job is a
very important experience in person's life and it has a great impact on his personality. He learns how
to manage his expenses and how to save money for the more important things. In addition to those
benefits, one learns how to arrange his time in order to have all done on time.

The second event, which from my opinion deserves an attention, is the graduation from a college or
university. | think it is a very essential step in one's life because this means the beginning of a new life
with more responsibilities.

Finally, | believe that marriage has a great impact on person's life. Marriage means an independent
life from one's parents with a new person. It is a very great experience. Two persons create a new
family and they face new difficulties and responsibilities.

In conclusion, | think that the list of events that make a person an adult can be continued. For
example, getting a driving license has sometimes a very great impact on person's life. Another
important event in a person’'s life is the army. | know many young men who served in the Army that
changed them very much. They became more serious, self-confident and independent people. So, my
point is that every person has different events that influenced his life and make him an adult.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most experiences in our lives that
seemed difficult at the time become valuable lessons for the future. Use reasons and specific
examples to support your answer.

From my everyday experience and observation | have to agree with the statement that our present
experiences become valuable lessons for the future. Someone said that today's problems will be the
best experience in the future. Below | will give some examples to support my position.

First of all, | want to say that obstacles make people stronger. By overcoming difficulties people gain
priceless and essential knowledge and experience. If one has to struggle with a disease he becomes
stronger may be not in a physical way but in a mental way. A person becomes more patient, more
self-confident and more attentive. These qualities will help him to win his disease.

Success has nothing to do with luck. People have to work hard in order to reach their goals. They
face challenges and failures and often they lose. However, people do not give up. They use their
previous experience and knowledge to try again and again. | think that difficulties teach us very
valuable lessons. Only a man who understands this fact and knows how to use it in the future can
succeed. Failures bring us wisdom and new experience. Personally, | always try to analyze my
mistakes and make conclusions. If | am not succeed | know that next time | will avoid these mistakes
and do my best.

To sum up, | think that human evolution and development are a result of constant efforts based on
previous experience and knowledge.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face communication is better
than other types of communication, such as letters, email, or telephone calls. Use specific
reasons and details to support your answer.

Humankind, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when people
communicated only face-to-face to nowadays when a person has in use many types of
communication means. Some people still prefer to use face-to-face communication despite many
other sometimes more convenient ones such as phone, mail, e-mail and fax. | think to continue this
essay it is essential to clarify what kind of conversation we are talking about.

For example, if people are negotiating it is very important to have a face-to-face communication. It is
very important to see during a negotiation how one's opponent is moving, is he nervous or relaxed,
what he is doing, etc. Scientists say that the body language and facial gestures can say many thing
about a person, his strong and weak sides, his traits, manners and even habits. To know what kind of
man one is dealing with is very essential aspect in negotiation. Many managers prefer to have with
the future employees face-to-face conversation. So, in this case they see how a person behaves.

From the other side, if | need to notify my bank that | am going to close an account | do not want to
spend my time driving there, waiting for my turn and talking with a representative. It is easier for me
just to call or e-mail them. It saves my time and my bank's too.

To summarize, from my opinion all important issues better be discussed in face-to-face conversation.
It will eliminate many farther misunderstandings and bring only benefits to both sides.



Some famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars every year. Do you think these
people deserve such high salaries? Use specific reasons and examples to support your
opinion.

Some people think that famous athletes and entertainers have too high salaries for their work.
However, others believe that these people deserve such high salary. Personally, | think that it is a
controversial question and it is open for debate. For several reasons, which | will mention bellow, |
think that famous athletes and entertainers have a great impact on our social life and make a big
contribution to our society and, hense, deserve high salary.

The first reason why | think that such high salary is deserved by famous athletes and entertainers
because we all need them. Entertainment plays an essential role in our everyday's life. We need to
relax, watching TV with our favorite TV stars or favorite football players. Entertainment is one of the
best ways to eliminate stress and tension and leave all troubles behind. For example, | can not stay
home all day long without watching TV. So, basically, | believe that famous athletes and entertainers
have such high salaries because we need them. They like doctors for our minds and soles. Scientists
say that people usually spend the same amount of money for their food and entertainment. | think this
fact tells a lot.

The second reason for this is that famous athletes have to work hard in order to get good results. | am
sure that achievements they make is the result of hard work, persistence and pain. They sometimes
risk their lives and health. For example, | am a big fun of L. Amstrong, the most famous cyclist in
world's history. He faced probably, the most challenging difficulty in his life, cancer. He was very
young for this disease. Amstrong was in his early twenties when he found out about it. | read a book
about his life, and what impressed me were his words after his victory in France. He said: "Cancer
was the best thing that ever happened to me ".He defeated the disease only because he believed in
himself and did not give up. | think such person deserves to have a high salary and be loved by many
people through out the world.

In conclusions, | want to say that if people get high salaries it means they are needed and their
contribution to the society is huge.



Nowadays, food has become easier to prepare. Has this change improved the way people live?
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes, from a period when he hunted for food to the
present time, when he buys preprocessed food in the shop centers. Some people say that the fact our
food are easier to prepare these days has definitely improved our life. However, other people belief
that this change has some negative aspects. In this essay | will least some advantages and
disadvantages of such a change.

First of all, when people use a preprocessed food it definitely saves time. One does not have to spend
much time in the kitchen washing, peeling, cutting and cooking vegetables, etc. All one has to do is
just to use a microwave or a stove to warm up a ready for use food. Frankly, | think it is a very good
benefit. People can more enjoy things they like to do like spending time with the loved ones,
exercising, watching TV or walking with a dog.

Second of all, if one has a good salary he can allow himself to go to a restaurant every day. It is a
great opportunity to have a fresh cooked meal with excellent service, meet friends and new people.
One more reason to have dinner at a restaurant because one can taste different and delicious food
from all over the world from Chinese to Mexican.

However, some people think that a preprocessed food has negative aspects. Unfortunately,
preprocessed food has less vitamins and minerals than fresh cooked food. Besides, it has more
preservatives and unnatural ingredient that can not be good for man's health. In addition, the number
of diseases such as obesity, fatigue, reflux disease etc. is rising.

Cooking is a great tradition. It is a means of eliminating stress and tension. Personally, | believe that
people should not forget this tradition and do not abuse fast food.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are as important for adults as
they are for children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Games as the ultimate form of mental and physical relief are important for adults as they are for
children. People learn how to behave, control their emotions, follow the rules. The most obviously
essential aspect of this is that people realize that our life is a big game with its own rules. In the next
paragraphs | will give the reasons to support my answer.

Basically, there are two types of games. The first type is mental games that help us to upgrade our
mental abilities. The second type is the games that involve physical activities. They keep people fit
and healthy.

Mental games for adults play a significant role. Adults learn co-operation, discipline, team work, self-
confidence. Scientists say that the brain cells of grown up people can grow with the help of mind
exercising. The most simple way to exercise one's mind is through mental games. For example,
playing chess makes people think, try to predict events, follow the strategy of an opponent.

From the other side, physical games help adults to stay in a good shape, relax, eliminate stress and
tension. Also, it is a perfect way to lose weight.

Mental games for children also play an important role. They help children to understand the real world
more quickly and adapt to the reality. In addition to those practical benefits mental games teach
children how to behave, be supportive and patient. Physical games from the other hand,
strengthening children’ bones, health and teach discipline.

To sum up, | am sure that people need games and it is not important how old one is.



Some people think that governments should spend as much money as possible on developing
or buying computer technology. Other people disagree and think that this money should be
spent on more basic needs. Which one of these opinions do you agree with? Use specific
reasons and details to support your answer.

Man, through the ages has undergone many changes from the time when he depicted a herd of
mammoths on the walls of a cave to nowadays when he can chart with anyone across the sea by use
of modern means of communication. Some people think that in today's world government should
spend more money on computers. However, others think that it is inappropriate and government
should spend more money on food and shelters for poor people, medicine, education, etc. These two
options are very different and controversial. But | think that developing computer technology brings
people more advantages then they think it does.

First of all, humankind nowadays more and more depends on computers. We often do not suspect the
presence of computers around us. For example, when we withdraw money from cash machines, get
some gasoline on the gas station and pay with our credit cards in the stores. So, nowadays computer
technology plays an essential role in our everyday life. Second of all, computer technology brings
more job opportunities. For a country computer technology means power, knowledge and constant
development. In addition to those practical benefits, the development of computer technology brings a
lot of money to the country.

From the other side, government should not forget about poor people, who can not afford computers
but need food and shelters. However, | think that computers help people gain more knowledge and
experience and find a job to provide food and home for his family. So, basically, computers give
people the opportunity to reach their goals and be innovative.

To sum up, | think that computer technology gives people many benefits including the opportunity to
improve one's knowledge and be more self-confident, persistent and experienced in this world.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades (marks) encourage students to
learn. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion

From my everyday experience and observation | can stand that grades are very good indicators of
knowledge. For several reasons that | will mention bellow | believe that grades encourage students to
learn.

First of all, grades show students' knowledge. If a person gets a high grade on an exam it means that
he understands that subject very well. Otherwise, if a student gets a low grade on an exam it means
that he does not understand it completely. Personally, when | get a lower grade on an exam then |
expected | know that | could be better prepared. So, next time | will spend more time and efforts to fix
my lack of knowledge and do my best on the exam. In this case low grades encourage me to learn
more. | try to analyze my mistakes and avoid them next time. Also, | try to arrange my time more
effectively. | know exactly that | can do better than that, so | collect all my strength and focus on the
incoming exam. It is like a new goal or obstacle that one should overcome in order to continue his
path. When finally | get a higher grade on an exam | feel satisfaction and | am proud of myself. | think
it is a great feeling. | feel stronger, more self-confident and patient. | think these qualities are essential
for a person who wants to achieve something and succeed in the future.

Second of all, students have some kind of competition among each other for higher grades. When a
student gets a higher grade then another one, the second student asks himself: "Why do not | have
this grade? Is it something wrong with me? Is he better then me? ". | think every student at least one
time asked himself this question.

To sup up, | think there is no doubt that grades encourage students to learn, gain more experience,
knowledge, be more self-confident and persistent. Moreover, | am sure that these small victories will
help students to win and succeed in the future.



Groups or organizations are an important part of some people’s lives. Why are groups or
organizations important to people? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your
answer.

Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when he lived in the caves to
nowadays when he lives in a comfortable apartment. But one thing that remains the same is that
people always lived in groups and organizations such as families, the smallest group, and tribes, the
bigger group. | think that the reason why people live in groups is because we need communication
and what is more important we need support to survive. So, from old times to nowadays people
merged in groups because it made them stronger and helped to overcome many obstacles and
difficulties. In the following paragraphs | will give my reasons and examples to support my answer.

First of all, people need to communicate with each other. We need to share out ideas and thoughts
with each other. | think it is very important to know that someone think the same way one does and
supports one. In addition, communication is one of the features of reasonable animals. All animals
that can communicate with each other live in herds and support each other when one of them is in
need.

The second reason, why | think groups and organization are important to people is because they
make us stronger. For example, football team plays better then one player. Another example is the
ancient hunters. At old times people gathered in order to get food and survive in severe conditions. It
was impossible for one man to kill a big animal, but when people gathered in groups their chances
increased. Scientists say that people survived because they lived together and supported each other.

For the reasons, which | mentioned above, | believe groups and organizations play an essential role
in our life. Moreover, people's evolution would not be possible without them.



It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or
disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

Some people believe that it is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city.
However, other people think that a big city gives more opportunities and it is good for the long run.
Personally, for several reasons | think that it is better for children's health to grow up in the country.

First of all, it is very important for a child to grow up in a healthy environment. Children need fresh air,
not polluted by the huge amount of cars and factories of the modern city. In the country they can
spend more time exercising and walking with their friends. Scientists say that now children spend the
same amount of time watching TV as they do at school. Probably, the possibility to join their friends
for a play will change this proportion. Another important aspect of this is that parents will have more
time to spend with their children as a result of eliminating traffic jams and decreasing driving time as a
whole.

From the other side, children have some advantages living in a big city. For example, they have more
opportunities to choose from what they want to do. They can choose to attend ballet school, school of
art, gymnastics, etc. For the long run, it is good for them. They will be better prepared for a live in a
"real world" and they will have more chances to make a good career and succeed. Moreover, a big
city usually has many entertaining centers with movie theatres and play stations. When | was a child |
liked to go to the movie theatre with my parents to watch a premiere.

One more reason to choose a big city for a child is that a city provide better live conditions and
services such as medical, dental, etc. My friend lived in the country for a while and one time he and
his family had to drive a couple of hours to the nearest medical center when his child got a heavy
cough.

To summarize, | agree with those people who want to raise their children in a city. The plenty of
opportunities offered by a city helps children to find what they really like and be the best at it.
Moreover, despite the air pollution, children get a better medical service that is good for their health.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should be required to help
with household tasks as soon as they are able to do so. Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

The issue about whether children should help with household tasks as soon as they are able to do so
is open for debate. Some people say that children should devote more time for playing with their
friends, watching TV and studying. However, other people believe that children should help their
parents with household tasks. Personally, for several reasons, which | will explain bellow, | adhere to
the latter point of view.

First of all, | think that every child should have his or her own responsibilities. When | was a child my
parents taught me how to make breakfast in the morning. So, | woke up, went to the kitchen and
prepared a couple of toasts for breakfast. It was easy and | enjoyed doing it because | liked the way
my parents thanked me and | felt that they were proud of me. Also, my mom always wanted me to
know how to cook, clean and iron my cloth. Thanks to the learning, nowadays, when my maid can not
come to my house | handle all household tasks myself.

Second of all, performing household tasks teaches children to value the job of people who did it.
When | was a child | did not imagine that cleaning house could be so time and energy consuming. So,
when | began to do some of the household tasks by myself | began to respect the job of others and
tryed to collect all my toys after my playing with them.

Finally, doing household tasks teaches children to arrange their time. In addition to those practical
benefits, help from children allows parents to have more spare time for their personal lives and for the
children. A family can have more time to spend with each other talking, watching movies or just
enjoying the beautiful moments.

To sum up, | think that children should help their parents with household tasks. Doing household
tasks helps them to grow into independent, self-confident, and attentive persons who respect their
parents.



Should governments spend more money on improving roads and highways, or should
governments spend more money on improving public transportation (buses, trains, subways)?
Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

Many people believe that governments should spend more money on improving roads and highways.
However, other people think that more money should be spent on improving public transportation.
Personally, | think that both of these opinions have their advantages and disadvantages.

The first reason for improving public transportation is overpopulation. The amount of cars is rising
dramatically. As a result of this fact the contemplation of air is increasing that leads to irreversible
aftereffects such as the presence of acid rains and different kinds of human diseases. So, the
improving of public transportation will reduce pollution.

The second reason for this is the possibility to decrease the amount of traffic jams that also have a
huge influence on air pollution. Moreover, it will save time and people's money. One does not have to
pay for gas for his car, car insurance, repair, oil change and etc.

The third reason for this is a sharp decrease in the level of car accidents. People will feel more secure
in this case.

However, despite all these advantages this decision has a few disadvantages. First of all, public
transportation means the presence of schedule and working hours. So, one has to wait for a bus or
for a train in a subway or call for a taxi in order to get somewhere. Second of all, it is a big chance that
one has to spend some time getting to the nearest bus stop or subway entrance.

As for roads and highways, | think it is a very important and topical issue. A personal car in this
modern world is an essential vehicle. It gives one freedom and independence. Improving roads and
highways governments will decrease the number of car accidents and traffic jams. | believe that in
several years air pollution can be dramatically reduced by using sun energy to refuel our cars.

Finally, | think that governments should spend money on improving public transportation as well as on
roads and highways because it will benefit all people.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important for students to
study history and literature than it is for them to study science and mathematics. Use specific
reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Some people believe that students should study more history and literature. However, other people
think that studying science and mathematics is more important. From my experience and observation
| think that students should study both science and history. Bellow | will outline some basic reasons to
support my opinion.

First of all, | believe that studying history and literature is important for the range of interests of
students and people on the whole. It extends the range of interests and teach people to analyze their
history. Every person should know the history of the country where he or she was born. Knowledge of
one's roots and origins gives the opportunity to understand many things that are around. Second of
all, I think that this kind of knowledge is essential for students who are going to be lawyers,
newspapermen, political figures, etc. One more reason to study history is that it helps one to analyze
mistakes made by ancestors or learn from their wise decisions.

From the other side, | think that it is also important for students to study science. Personally, | like
studding mathematics because for me it is very interesting to work with figures, analyze them,
develop different ways to solve the problem. It teaches one to think logically and improves one's
ability to think non-typically. | think it is great.

Studding of science allows people to improve their life conditions, make discoveries, develop
innovations, etc. Scientists work on new vaccines and pills to make our life longer and happier. They
make researches in different fields from medicine to space. Because of this kind of knowledge
humankind has opportunities to watch TV, fly, using jet airplanes, surf an Internet, play computer
games, watch movies, drive cars, etc.

In conclusion, | think that students must study many things including science and literature in order to
succeed in the modern world.



Many teachers assign homework to students every day. Do you think that daily homework is
necessary for students? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

Homework helps students to understand material more deeply. However, some people believe that
homework does not bring any benefits. Personally, | think that this issue has some advantages and
disadvantages. In this essay first | will focus on the reasons why | support this idea about daily
homework and then | will move on to analyzing its disadvantages.

From the one side, daily homework brings many benefits. As | already mentioned, it helps students
understand subjects more deeply. Also, young people learn how to arrange their time to have all
things done on time. In addition to those practical benefits daily homework teaches students how to
make their own research if something is not clear. Curiosity is one of the main reasons that leads a
person to a success. Students learn to make their research, work with different kinds of informational
resources such as an Internet, books, magazines, journals and newspapers. | think it is a great
experience and it is very good for a long run.

From the other side, daily homework can bring many disadvantages. For instance, if a person has no
interest in biology, but has a huge interest in music he has to spend his precious time doing his
homework and reading uninteresting books instead of spending this time practicing new melodies.
Another important aspect of this that a student can have no time for his physical activities. So,
basically, doing daily homework will not keep him in a good shape.

To sum up, | think that an intermediate position can be taken. For example, a student will have to do
his daily homework if he is going to specialize in this field in the future.



Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should never make an
important decision alone. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

From my everyday experience and observation | can claim that discussion of an important decision
with other people bring many benefits. In the following paragraphs | will give my reasons to defend
this statement.

First of all, different people have different opinions. In order to make the right choice people should
discuss every possible decision and its consequences. Making an important decision alone can bring
many negative aspects. For instance, a person can reveal his selfishness or impatience and the
consequences of that decision can effect many people in the future. | think that a good and wise
decision can be born only in discussion because people can share their knowledge and experiences a
look at the problem from different sides and aspects.

Second of all, I think that making decision alone is unacceptable especially for a company. Imagine
that a chief makes the decision about increasing a production line without discussing it with his
employees. In this case a part of company's profit will be spend on extended purchase of raw
materials. So, share holders will be left without dividends. This decision may lead to getting rid of
company's shares and as a result of this declining the value of a company as a whole.

To sum up, | think that a person should always consult his relatives or colleges when making an
important decision to avoid possible mistakes.



Plants can provide food, shelter, clothing, or medicine. What is one kind of plant that is
important to you or the people in your country? Use specific reasons and details to explain
your choice.

Plants play a very important role in our everyday life. They give us oxygen, provide with medicine,
clothing and food. Every country has its own staple food that dominates in the diet of dwellers of that
country. For example, the staple food for Japan and Korea is rice. As for me, | am from Russia. |
believe that our staple plants are potato and wheat.

Some people believe that wheat is the most important plant because it provides full and nutritious
meal. People bake bread and cookies, cook kasha and soup. At old times people in Russia raised
wheat and prayed for the good harvest in order to survive. Millet has a good storage time so it gives
the opportunity to consume it a whole year.

However, nowadays bread is no longer of that importance. A person has more products to choose
from. Besides, some people tend to exclude bread from their diet in order to decrease the amount of
daily calories and lose some weight. Personally, | think that potato is more important plant then wheat.
Virtually, every Russian has potato every day at least once. One can boail, fry, bake or mash it. My
favorite meal is baked potato with cheese and a glass of milk. | think it is delicious and it does not take
much time to cook it. Moreover, potato is easier to raise and store.

To summarize, | think that potato by far is the most important plant in Russia.



What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these qualities changed or
remained the same over time in your culture? Use specific reasons and examples to support
your answer.

| am from Russia. | think that qualities of a good son and daughter almost have not changed for the
past several centuries. However, | believe that some qualities have changed. | will give the following
reasons to support my answer.

Parents always expect from their children love, respect and help. | think these qualities remain
unchanged. However, at old times parents expected from their daughter to be a good and practical
woman because in this case she can marry a good and perspective man. Nowadays, | think parents'
expectations from their daughter have changed. Now a woman has the same rights and opportunities
to make a great career, make money and be successful at equal terms with a man. It means that now
parents are not so worried about a future perspective husband. They know that their daughter can
take care of herself and be happy. Nowadays parents teach their daughter to believe in herself, be
motivated and strong. They want to be proud of her.

As for a son, | think expectations remain the same. Parents see their son as a clever, motivated and
successful man.

To sum up, parents wish their children be more successful then themselves, achieve more goals. So,
they with great patience pass down their knowledge and experience to their children. They teach
them only good things and expect respect and love in return. Also, parents try to teach their children
how to avoid mistakes they have made in their lives. | think the main quality of a good son or daughter
is to make their parents proud.



What do you consider to be the most important room in a house? Why is this room more
important to you than any other room? Use specific reasons and examples to support your
opinion.

My husband and | live in an apartment, which include a bedroom, living room, bath room and kitchen.
We do not have children yet, so our apartment is pretty small but it is cheap and cozy. If | would have
to choose the most important room in a house | think it would be living room. In the following
paragraphs | will present my reasons to support my answer.

First of all, living room is the place where we take our guests. It is the main and the biggest room in
our apartment and we try to keep it clean and cozy. For example, my husband vacuums it every other
day especially when it is wet outside and our dog makes dirty sports on the carpet with its paws after
a walk. Second of all, I think that living room is the most important room in our house because we
spend most of our time there watching TV, having our dinner and just talking with each other.

Finally, our living room is a place where we study. Since our apartment is rather small we do not have
a room for studying, so | have my table with the computer on it in our living room. | like to study there
because the room is perfectly light with the large windows and the beautiful view from them.

My parents have a much bigger house with six rooms, large kitchen and two floors. However, | think
that my mother would agree with me that their living room is the most important room in the house.
When we visit them we always gather there, lay the table, and have a long talk. My mother makes
delicious cakes and aromatic tea. | like those moments.

To sum up, | think many people will agree with me that living room is the most important room in a
house because it is the room where people spend most of there time at home.



You have decided to give several hours of your time each month to improve the community
where you live. What is one thing you will do to improve your community? Why? Use specific
reasons and details to explain your choice.

| think the question what would | do if | had a chance to improve my community is difficult. | have in
my mind many things, the improvement of which will make our community better place to live but they
all require the participation of many people and, moreover, they require investments, which | can not
provide. For example, my community is quite noisy. We have the huge mall just in front of our
community, so traffic jams are very common for this place. | think that the construction of a few pass-
by roads will benefit all people who live here as well as people who drive by every day.

Unfortunately, the question is what | can do for my community giving a few hours of my time every
month. | think | can not do much, but I still can help someone in my community. For example, | can
baby-sit. | know a couple of families with little children, who can not afford to spend much money on
the baby-sitter. One of these families is a single mom with a little girl. Julia, this is her name, is a
waitress in a restaurant. She is a great person and we became close friends. So, sometimes | offer
her help with her child when she has to work in the evenings. Another family has two funny little twins.
One time their parents asked me to baby-sit their children because they had to attend an unexpected
presentation.

I think this kind of help brings many benefits to my community. First of all, people become friendlier.
For example, those families, which | mentioned above, became friends after | introduced them to each
other. Second of all, people get to know each other and feel more secure in their houses and
apartments. Finally, | am ready to help those people because | am sure that they will help me too.
One time | lost the keys from my car and Julia offered me her car for a while.

To sum up, | believe that baby-sitting is a great way to help my community in many aspects.



Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others
think access to so much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with? Use
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

There is no doubt that the Internet is one of the greatest humankind's inventions of the last century. It
is fast and easy way to get a lot of valuable information. However, some people believe that the
Internet creates many problems. From my point of view | think that the Internet brings us advantages
as well as disadvantages.

First of all, | think that the Internet brings us many benefits. People can have access to the latest
news, weather, traffic, bid-and-asked quotations, etc. Another important benefit is that the Internet is a
great means of communication. A few years ago it was rather difficult to imagine that it would be
possible to communicate with people from all around the world. Students have the opportunity to
speak to the professors from prestigious universities, ask their opinions and extend their range of
interests. People have the opportunity to communicate with the people from other countries, find out
their customs, traditions and even visit each other. | think that the Internet makes our world smaller
and friendlier. We' ve got the chance to learn more about the world's history, our forefathers and gain
more knowledge.

From the other hand, many questions and difficulties arose with the appearance of the Internet. For
example, children got the easy access to the information they are not supposed to read. Also,
people's security and privacy are often violated through steeling and gathering information about
people and then selling it. Many banks had to increase their Internet security because of hacking.

However, | believe that Internet gave us more advantages and opportunities than disadvantages and
problems.



Which would you choose: a high-paying job with long hours that would give you little time
with family and friends or a lower-paying job with shorter hours that would give you more time
with family and friends? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.

If | was asked to make a choice between a high-paying job with long hours and a lower-paying job
with shorter hours | would hesitate to answer. | did not decide for my self yet what | want in my life
more my family or my career. | think that these options are very different ones and one needs time to
make a right decision.

From the one side, a high-paying job with long hours gives one more opportunities to make a great
career and succeed in life. Another important aspect of this is that one can earn more money for his
family. In addition to these practical benefits, a person can get satisfaction and self-realization that are
very important in one's life. | think that it is a very great and essential feeling to be a part of progress,
make difference and be satisfied with the job. However, a high-paying job with long hours brings
many disadvantages too. For example, a person will have less time for his family and friends.
Secondly, the job will be more stressful and bring more responsibilities. A person will have to sacrifice
many things to his job.

From the other side, lower-paying job with shorter hours can bring many benefits. One can spend
more time with his family and have many pleasant and beautiful moments together. Also, a job will be
less stressful and not require to sacrifice one's spare time to get it done. However, a person most
likely will not be able to make a career and make much money. Moreover, one's salary may be not
enough to pay for his children's education.

To sum up, | think that every person at least one time in his life realize this and make a decision
whether he or she wants a career or great family. And | did not make this decision yet.



Some people trust their first impressions about a person’s character because they believe
these judgments are generally correct. Other people do not judge a person’s character quickly
because they believe first impressions are often wrong. Compare these two attitudes. Which
attitude do you agree with? Support your choice with specific examples.

Some people think that first impression about a person is the most correct. However, other people
disagree and believe that first impression is often wrong. From my everyday experience and
observation | can stand that the first impression about a person is very often incorrect. In the
following paragraphs | will list my reasons to support my answer.

First of all, when people meet for the first time they often do not have time to get to know each other
or even have a conversation. So, sometimes all they remember is how they looked. Personally, | often
myself judge a person by his or her external appearance. Fortunately, | many times made sure of the
incorrectness of my judgments. For example, when | met my future husband for the first time he made
an impression of frown and not talkative person and, frankly speaking, | did not like him at all. We did
not have a chance to talk, but his cloth and manners gave me that impression. However, after we
were introduced to each other and had a long talk | changed my opinion about him. He happened to
be a very sensitive and kind person.

Second of all, | believe that the true impression about a person can be made only after people spent
at least a few weeks with each other and were in different situations including extreme and danger
ones. | think that a person shows his or her internal characteristics when in danger. Moreover, some
people, especially celebrities, tend to hide their weaknesses and not attractive sides in order to please
an audience.

In conclusion, | believe that first impression is very often wrong. | must confess that | unconsciously
judge a person by his or her first appearance but | tell my self that this is subject to change and try to
keep my opinion with me.



You need to travel from your home to a place 40 miles (64 kilometers) away. Compare the
different kinds of transportation you could use. Tell which method of travel you would choose.
Give specific reasons for your choice.

If | had to travel 40 miles away from my home | would be considering the following means of
transportations: a car, bicycle and bus. Every of this methods of transportation has advantages as
well as disadvantages. In this essay | will analyze all of them and present my view in favor of traveling
by a car.

Traveling by bus brings many benefits. First of all, one does not have to drive. So, | can just relax and
enjoy the view from my window. Second of all, it is cheaper. | will not have to buy gasoline or pay for
the car insurance. However, traveling by bus has a few disadvantages as well. For example, | will
have to follow the bus schedule. Another important aspect, | will not be able to arrange the speed or
make a stop when | need to.

From the other hand, traveling by bicycle is a great exercise. Secondly, it is pollution free. However, It
can take too much time and at the end of my trip | will be tired and exhausted. In addition, | will most
likely need a shower and some rest.

In contrast, traveling by car brings many advantages. First of all, | can arrange my speed as | want to.
If am in a hurry | will speed up a little. Otherwise, if | am not in a hurry, | can make some stops and
enjoy the surroundings or have a lunch in the nearest bar. Second of all, | do not depend on a
schedule like with traveling by bus. So, | can start my trip when and where | want to. In addition to
those practical benefits, traveling by car is the fastest way. Another important aspect of this if | am
traveling with my friends, we can talk, listen to the radio we like and discuss everything we want. A car
can give us privacy. Of cause, | will have to pay for gasoline and traveling by car is not as save as
traveling by bicycle or bus but | think it can not change my mind.

To sum up, | think that | would choose to travel by car. It is more convenient and offers a great
amount of advantages.



In your country, is there more need for land to be left in its natural condition or is there more
need for land to be developed for housing and industry? Use specific reasons and examples
to support your answer.

| am from Saint-Petersburg, Russia. | think that the question about whether land should be left in it is
natural condition or there more need for land to be developed for housing and industry is the one that
is open for debate. Personally, | believe that it is a controversial question, because every option has
its advantages. However, in this situation an intermediate position can be taken. In the following
paragraphs | will give my reasons to support the answer.

From the one side, saving land in its natural condition brings many benefits. First of all, many wild
animals will thrive in our forests. Unfortunately, nowadays many wild animals are endangered
because they do not have place to live and there are not enough food for them. Second of all, our
children will be able to learn about animals not only from books but also from observing them in their
natural environment. In addition to those benefits our air will be cleaner because many forests will
clean it from pollution and make it fresher.

From the other side, deforesting our land and building many new constructions can have a few
positive aspects. For example, building new industrial buildings may have a positive impact on the
country's economy. Many new companies will have the opportunity to produce more goods and as the
result of this the country will receive more money from abroad and this will lead to the improvement of
the economy on the whole.

To sum up all mentioned above, | think that we need to be more careful with the natural resources we
consume and, moreover, we can do something to preserve them. For example, companies that
produce lumber can also resume the resources of wood by planting new trees there. This way we can
preserve our land and save it from defrosting. | must agree that it is difficult for Russia at this moment
not to develop land for housing and industry because the country needs money and strong economy,
but | believe that many new factories can replace the old ones without developing new land. So, my
point is that we must extend the production of new goods but not at the expense of the wild animals
and their land.



Some people prefer to work for a large company. Others prefer to work for a small company.
Which would you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

The issue whether working for a large company is better than working for a small company is a
controversial one. From my everyday experience and observation | think that every option has its
advantages and disadvantages. | base my opinion on the following points.

From the one side working for a large company brings many benefits. First of all, one has better
medical insurance, higher salary. Often employees of a large company has less responsibilities.
Moreover, they feel more secure because their company has more clients and this means better
chance to survive on the modern market. However, one working for a large company has less
chance to be promoted because one's manager does not want to lose his or her job unless she or he
is promoted too. Also, from my observation, managers of a large company do not pay much attention
to one's solutions and suggestions.

From the other side working for a small company has many advantages too. Firstly, one has better
chance to be promoted. Secondly, one can talk to the owner of the company about any improvements
that can be done in order to get more profit. Another important aspect of working for a small company
is the opportunities to find out more about how company works. As a result of this one can gain more
experience and get better recommendations. However, this also has some disadvantages. For
instance, one can get less salary, worse medical benefits, etc.

To sum up, | think that every person chooses for himself what he or she wants. If one wants better
career and more responsibilities then a small company is better choice. Otherwise, working for a large
company may be a good option too.



Films can tell us a lot about the country where they were made. What have you learned about a
country from watching its movies? Use specific examples and details to support your
response.

Movies were always very popular and there are many reasons for this. First of all, movies are one of
the main resources of entertainment. A movie is a perfect way to relax after stressful day or week.
Another important reason why movies are so popular is because they are the easiest way to learn.
For example, when people watch a movie that was made in another country they unconsciously learn
about country's traditions, customs, people, language, nature and even climate. In the following
paragraphs | will give a couple of examples to support my answer.

| am from Saint-Petersburg, Russia. When | was a little girl and watched movies about Texas | had an
impression that Texas was a large and arid desert with big cactuses and hot-tempered cowboys. So,
when my husband was invited to work here in Texas two years ago | was absolutely sure that we
would live in the desert. However, when | first arrived in Austin | was impressed and nicely surprised
because | did not expect to see such beautiful nature with dense forests and blue lakes. It was a real
discovery for me that Texas has such beautiful and green places. This is an example how people
learn about climate from watching movies.

Also, people learn from movies about customs and traditions of another country. For example, living
in Russia | learned many things about USA from its movies. | found out about the holidays such as
Halloween and Thanksgiving Day, which are celebrated by the Americans. | learnt about many history
events such as Civil War and the War of Independence watching "Gone with the wind" and "Patriot".

In conclusion, | think that not everything that is learnt from movies is true about the country. Many
movie makers tend to exaggerate and even make up many facts about the country in order to please
the audience. So, my point is that people should learn about the country from different resources such
as books and magazines as well as from movies.



